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Upcoming Events  

Fun Fair    Friday, March 14th  

Spring Holiday/Spring Break  March 20 -28 

Classes Resume    March 31  

Greetings 

I have every hope that by the time you read this it is ñice freeò 

outside and we see signs of spring.  Right now as I write this 

we are in our second day of being out of school due to the 

weather.  As I cautiously drove to school today I thought we 

would stay closed because although the main roads were clear  

there were ice patches on them.  Hopefully,  the rest of the 

year will have sunny skies and soft rains only.  We are  

moving through Centennial events and you will soon be  

hearing about the end of the year celebration.  We are also 

having the usual great success in math, science, language arts, 

music, art, debate, social studies (and I hope I didnôt miss any 

topic) contests.  Please notice other articles in this newsletter 

telling about specific successes our students have had. 

Recently Iôve had conversations with various parents about 

how Greenwood differs from other schools as students move 

into secondary school.  One major difference is that  

Greenwood runs a more structured math approach even in the 

elementary level where we implement the Every Day math 

program.  When our students move into secondary grades the 

math approach is very  traditional but allows for acceleration 

for more advanced students.  The secondary courses are the 

ones that most universities expect to see on a transcript and 

are taught in a manner that will better prepare students for  

college.  Another major difference is that Greenwood students 

keep working and learning throughout their senior year.  In 

other schools that offer the block schedule, students earn 

enough credits to graduate by the middle of their senior year 

if not before.  Often the senior will schedule easy or fun 

classes or have a partial day schedule because their credits 

have been earned.  At Greenwood the challenging courses and 

the  Senior Exhibition keep the students academically focused 

throughout the senior year.  Our graduates share with us that 

their Greenwood preparation serves them very well once they 

enter a university. 

I also want to mention a ñproud momentò that happened at the 

Kindergarten orientation.  I asked junior Warren House to tell 

the prospective parents about his experiences at Greenwood 

since he was a Kindergarten student.  I was pleased that  

Warren arrived early with note cards in his hand indicating 

prior preparation but I and the audience were really impressed 

when he never glanced at the note cards but spoke from his 

heart giving a clear description of the experiences at 

Greenwood with a delivery that never had an ñok?ò or ñyou 

knowò or other distracting mannerisms.   
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 He came across as a master speech maker.   

Interestingly, he had told me before the meeting that he was 

not use to speaking to such a large group and was a little  

nervous.  This didnôt show one bit.  I know that Warren is 

representative of the typical Greenwood student.  Greenwood 

students represent us well when they speak to groups, enter 

contests, perform at events and competitions.  Greenwood 

students are fantastic!!  Thank you for having them attend 

GLS! 

Happy Spring! 

-Janice R. Duncan, Ph.D.                                                           

Director 
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Mr. Hamiltonôs personal finance class is participating in ñThe  

Stock-market Gamesò as of February 4th.  Over a 10 week period they 
are investing $200,000.  It is sponsored by the Missouri Council on 

Economic Education.  They are competing against teams across the 
state and country.  We have three teams:  ñThe Gossip Girlsò, 

ñSquidoò, and the ñTexas Rangersò.  Winning teams in the state get a 

$1,000 savings bond and a chance to go to New York and visit the 
stock exchange. Good luck students! 

Congratulations to Greenwoodôs MathCounts team for its second place win at District!  The Ozarks District 

MathCounts competition was held on February 2, 2008 at Pipkin Middle School.  Greenwoodôs team members 

included  

 Kristen Meinert, Captain 

 Rachel Stroder 

 Brandon Haake 

 Anne Russell 

Rachel Stroder placed 5th as an individual and qualifies for state both as a team member and as an individual. 

Individuals also representing Greenwood in the district competition were Curry Spray, Natalie Yost, and Caleb 

Morlan.  Greenwoodôs MathCounts team is coached by Vicki Sutton.  We are proud of all theses students!  

Below, listed in order, are the top five schools at the competition. 

1. Immaculate Conception 

2. Greenwood Laboratory School 

3. Middle Years Scholarôs Program 

4. St. Agnes 

5. Hickory Hills 

GREENWOOD IS ON BLACKBOARD 

 
In an effort to simplify things, Greenwood 7 - 12 grade students and 
ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÍÁÙ ÎÏ× ÌÏÇ ÉÎÔÏ -35ƦÓ "ÌÁÃËÂÏÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÙ ÕÐ ÔÏ ÄÁÔÅ ×ÉÔÈ 
classroom information.   
To check grades, get student assignments, etc. go to  
http://blackboard.missouristate.edu/  
Log on with your student's ID and password. You can get assignments, 
announcements, grades, and copies of documents all at this site.  
Internet Explorer does not work accurately with Blackboard. Other 
browsers that do work correctly are Firefox, Netscape, and Safari, 
which are free downloads.  
 
Kathy Gibson  
Assistant Professor  
Greenwood Laboratory School  

Art News   

The Springfield All School exhibit starts Saturday March 15. We will have some 

student work on display. Mark your calendars. - Ms. Baldwin  

http://blackboard.missouristate.edu/
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WE THE PEOPLE  

 
 

The junior class participated in the 9th annual We the People: The Citizen and the Constitution 2008 Missouri State Finals in 

Jefferson City on January 28. The We the People program enhances studentsô understanding of the institutions of American 

constitutional democracy. At the same time, students discover the contemporary relevance of the Constitution and Bill of 

Rights.  

 

The culminating activity is a simulated congressional hearing in which students "testify" before a panel of judges. Students 

demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of constitutional principles and have opportunities to evaluate, take, and  

defend positions on relevant historical and contemporary issues The project allowed the students to experience the same  

environment as a Congressional Hearing and show off their knowledge of the Constitution.  

  

Since the inception of the We the People program in 1987, more than 28 million students and 90 thousand educators have 

participated in this innovative course of study. Several studies by the Educational Testing Service (ETS) and Professor  

Richard Brody, Stanford University, indicate that students who used the curriculum "significantly outperformed comparison 

students" on every topic studied. The program enjoys the active participation of members of Congress, as well as support 

from professional, business, and community organizations across the nation. 

 

 Two Greenwood teams were recognized by the judges with ñThe Outstanding Unit Awardò for their efforts. The Unit One 

team, comprised of Alex Thompson, Patrick Connor, Shelby Hendrick and Brad Cook, dealt with the question, ñWhat are the 

Philosophical and Historical Foundations of the American Political System?ò Megan Morris, Hanna Haghayeghi and Warren 

House addressed the Unit Three question, ñHow did the Values and Principles embodied in the Constitution shape American 

Institutions and Practices?ò     
 

All of the eleventh grade students are grateful to our practice judges who demonstrated their civic virtue by volunteering to 

assist them prepare on January 18-25.  Those judges included Greenwood faculty and teaching  

assistants Jon McIntosh, Steve Seal, Spencer Harris, Drew Bednara, and Dea Borneman, 

Judges Carol Aiken, and Jeff Bates; Professors George Connor and Denise Dutton, and Attorneys 

Mark Haseltine and Linda Thomas.  Thank you!!  

-Steve Hinch 

Notes from the Choir Room  
 
Congratulations to Taylor Horacek, Sam Mattax and Luke Thomas who participated in the 
South Central Missouri Music Educators Association 5

th
 and 6

th
 Grade District Choir on 

Saturday, February 2.  The event was held at High Street Baptist Church and was 
 directed by MSU faculty member, Dr. Norma McClellan.  Also, kudos to 7

th
 grader, Emily 

LaPreze for participating in the SCMMEA 7
th
 and 8

th
 Grade District Choir in Strafford on 

Saturday, February 9
th
.  To prepare for the choirs, each member spent many hours  

rehearsing their parts prior to the event.  The day-long event included three-hour  morning 
and afternoon rehearsals and an afternoon concert for parents and the community.  Weôre 
very proud of Taylor, Sam, Luke and Emily for all their hard work and for representing 
Greenwood at the 2008 District Choirs.   
-Cathie Weir 

http://www.civiced.org/index.php?page=simulated_congressional_hearings
http://www.civiced.org/index.php?page=we_the_people_research
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Track practice will begin Monday, Feb 25th.  ²ŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ 
for all athletes before the newsletter comes out but I can give you 
meets for junior high 
Stockton  
Pierce City  
Strafford-twice  
Ash Grove  
 Tentative schedule for high school 

1. MARCH 18 Warrensburg 

2. March 25 Strafford 

3. April 1 Logan Rogersville 

4. April 3 Parkview 

5. April 8th Nixa 

6. April 10th East Newton 

7. April 11 Pitt State 

8. April 15th Strafford 

9. April 22 MSU 

10. April 25 Catholic 

11. May 3 District Verona 

12. May 10 Sectional TBA 

13.  May 16-17 State 
-Coach Jerry Masterson 

Spanish Club 

 

 Spanish speakers call spring a time of buen tiempo (beautiful weather), la naturaleza floreciente 

(blooming nature), el romance (romance), and of course, el conejito de Pascua (the Easter bunny). Spanish 

club members are not only ecstatic over being able to use these descriptive words in the spring, but they 

are thrilled with what la primavera (spring) has in store for them. Before looking forward to the exciting 

activities of the spring, however, Spanish club was very engaged in several activities with the Ecuadorian 

students who are part of Greenwoodôs global exchange program. Spanish club members were able to  

accompany the Ecuadorians in such exciting events as viewing Grease at the Springfield Landers Little 

Theater, venturing to Fantastic Caverns for a spectacular cave view, and taking a trip to the largest city 

Missouri has to offer- St. Louis! Although the departure of the Ecuadorians will be a very sad one, Spanish 

club need not fear. Several more thrilling pursuits will begin this spring with a combined French and  

Spanish club dinner in early March and a visit to Verona to donate books bought with money raised from 

the GobbleGram fundraiser in the fall. Needless to say, Spring will be beautiful in regards to both nature 

and Spanish club! 

 

Learn to speak Spanish! Spring Break= Las vacaciones de la primavera    

-Melanie Kleeschulte 

 

BAND TRIP  
 

Secondary students going on the band trip in April 

must have their account paid in full by April 14th 

in order to go.  


