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ABSTRACT

Associ ations between reading achievement and behavior,
albeit problematic, are empirically supported in the literature.
Although well documented, many of the studies were conducted outside
of the school context using reading measures not typically aligned with
school curricula. Furthermore, previous studies primarily document
the existence of delinquent behavior without assessing outcomes of the
behaviors. To provide moreinsight on thisissue, this study examines
the relationship of reading achievement and suspensions for African
American malesin the middle grades using four years of archival data
froma large urban school district. Results show that the strongest
relationship between reading achievement and suspensions occur at the
end of sixth grade, while other indicators, depending on grade level,
show strong relationships to suspensions, as well. Implications for
these findings are discussed and SSR?I, a literacy-based alternative to
conventional suspensions, isintroduced.



